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ABSTRACT : Natural Resource Management has been accorded high priority in India’s develop-
ment plan to reverse the trend of fast degradation of natural resources of the country. West Bengal,
one of the most severely affected states with soil erosion is also trying to manage its natural re-
sources through various programmes like Integrated Wasteland Development Programme (IWDP)
and Drought Prone Area Programme (DPAP) etc. In its one of the most droughts affected, erosion
prone district named Bankura IWDP was initiated in 2004 to counter the natural resource depletion
challenges by encouraging active participation of farmers, which is taken as the basic assumption of
success as well as failure of any development programme. This study was conducted in a Gram
Panchayat (Harmasra) of Taldangra of Bankura district to get insight into extent of people’s partici-
pation .Participation of people was high in planning and implementation stage and partial in nature
(partially participated by 84.11 and 94.13 per cent), whereas in monitoring  evaluation stage full
participation was very less with a high degree of non participation( 60.75 per cent) and farmers
socio economic status has an strong and positive correlation with participation in various stages of
project management.
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